308    HISTORY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

scriptions, written upon clay, give accounts of the
king's campaigns grouped in geographical order;
while the third class, also on clay, give mere lists
of the countries conquered without details of any
kind. If all this abundant material had been as
carefully preserved as the inscriptions of Asshur-
ntusirpal, we should be able to present a clear view
of the entire reign. As it is, questions of order
sometimes arise which render difficult the setting
forth of a consecutive narrative.

ft was in the mouth of Airu 745 B. C. that
Tiglathpileser III (745-727) ascended the throne.
As the year Lad but just begun, this was counted,
contrary to the usual custom, as the first year of
the reign. In the month of September he set out
upon hiB first campaign, which was directed
si^aiiwt Babylonia. In Babylonia there had also
been dull days, while the Assyrian power was
dwindling away. After Marduk-balatsu-iqbi
thore reigned Bau-akh-iddin, of whom later days
seemed to have preserved no recollection save
that he was a contemporary of Adad-nirari III.
If monuments of his reign are still in existence,
they are concealed in the yet unexplored mounds
of his country. After him Babylonia had two,
or perhaps even three, kings whose names as well
as their deeds are lont to us. If there had arisen
in Babylonia at that time a king such as the land
had Been before, a man of action and of courage,
independence might probably have been achieved
without a struggle. But instead of that the